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STRATEGY & RESEARCH

DESCRIPTION & LOGISTICS

Returning Student Rate is a measure of student engagement, as it gives the school and
its stakeholders an understanding of the school’s ability to retain eligible students from
one school year to the next.

Eligibility
Students are eligible for inclusion in this measure if they meet the following criteria:

* Completed the previous school year at the school
* Do not fall into any exempt categories below

Exempt from measure:
o Students who graduated or completed at the end of the previous year.
o Students who died.
o Non-retained students who completed the highest grade served by the school
in the previous year.

ANALYSIS & SUBMISSION
e

Equation

A Returned Student is defined as a student who, after completing the previous year at a
given school, re-enrolls at that school at any time during the current school year and
remains enrolled for at least a contiguous 8 weeks

All eligible students who could return. Includes non-returning students such as:
* Students who dropout over the summer.
* Students who complete the previous year at the school, but who transfer to
another school over the summer or within 8 weeks of the start of the current

school year.
* Students who were expelled.

For a school to be eligible to include this measure for accountability purposes, there
must be N>16 students who meet the criteria within the denominator described above.

*Further calculation guidance, including screenshots can be found on the 2" page of
this document.

Submission

The result of the calculation described above can be submitted to your authorizer and
included for final submission in the annual Colorado Department of Education Actual
Measures Submission process. AEC optional measures results timelines will be set by
each authorizer with final submissions due to CDE by June 30t of each year.

Note: AEC SPF optional metric data includes all available results for up to three years.

Developed in collaboration with The New America School, as part of the Local Accountability
Systems Program. Derived from CDE Calculation Guidance for Alternative Education Campuses.
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RESULTS EXPORT AND ANALYSIS SET UP

Data Export
When creating an adhoc export from your Student Information System (SIS) for PREVIOUS year student
information, make sure to include the following variables:

e StudentID

* ExitDate

* ExitCode
When creating an adhoc export from your Student Information System (SIS) for CURRENT year student information,
make sure to include the following variables:

e StudentID

* EntryDate

* ExitDate

Analysis — Set up

This optional measure is typically calculated by the school’s district or authorizer, however, if this is not currently
being calculated by your district/authorizer or you’d like to have your own records the following screen shots and
instructions can help you calculate your own rates.
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CREATING A REFERENCE TABLE
s Once your ”Ellglt.)le to Return” column has peen populated, select
Mo wome men o seimen e o e ver e soen o All dAta by dragging your mouse from the first student ID to the last

2 mas e e cell in your “Eligible to Return” column. While selected, click into
Paste B I U~ [ A = = EMewge . . L.
o - == this box and name the reference table, i.e., students_eligible
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Returning Student Rate

Current School Year Data

StudentID Eligible to Return? Entrv Date Exit Date Weeks enrolled  Returning Student?
99999 =VLOOKUP(A4, eligibleTOreturn, 4, FALSE)  08/09/2022 10/30/2022 =(D4-C4)/7 =IF(E4>=8, "YES", "NO")

The 2nd tab within your Excel spreadsheet should contain the variables mentioned
above from the CURRENT school year (and resemble screenshot 2). Create additional
columns and write the formulas as detailed in screenshot 2 to identify which students
were enrolled for at least 8 weeks.

EQUATION SET UP
The number of students identified as ELIGIBLE TO RETURN (in your 1st tab) will be your denominator. Your numerator
will be the number of students with a “YES” in the RETURNING STUDENT column of your 2" tab.
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